
http://go.unco.edu/outc18
http://jessclark.com/


• Web Communications is under 
University Relations which handles 
marketing.

• 12,000+ students, both Grad & 
Undergrad

• The team consists of two full-time 
people and two students, and support 
400+ content contributors.



• Started using OU Campus in November 2015 and began 
converting sections in March 2016. Almost 100% converted.

• Converted from Dreamweaver Templates. 

• We have one primary (OU Campus) site, and two sub sites 
for sub domains. Primary site has 190+ “sections”.



• Code is available here: http://github.com/jessgusclark/outc18

• Broken out into sections

• Questions between 
sections.

• This is kinda a technical 
presentation, if you are
bored, dogs 

http://github.com/jessgusclark/outc18


• Code, again: http://github.com/jessgusclark/outc18

• The code examples provided are just that, examples. 

• Test EVERYTHING before deploying into production.

• Just because you can do something does not mean you should 
do something.

• Consider these ideas to explore, not solutions.

http://github.com/jessgusclark/outc18


• None of our 400+ content authors work on the web 
exclusively. They do other stuff in addition to the web.

• Majority of the 400+ content authors are level 8.

• The content authors want to update their websites and 
move on to other things.

• There are a lot of things to think about and usually quality 
control is not one of them.



• Small team that doesn’t have time to worry about 

small things. However, many small things can add up 

to big things.

• Let’s explore how XSL can help fix Quality Control 

Issues before pages get published to the server.





• The content author has to type in the title when they 
create the page so the <title> tag should NEVER be 
blank. 









• $pageTitle may already be defined in ouvariables.xsl

• $props-path was defined in ouvariables.xsl as well. Our props.pcf
file includes a parameter for “Section Title” that is grabbed.

• Example: A file sitting in the Office of Admissions section called 
costs.aspx with no <title/> gets rendered as: 
<title>costs - Office of Admissions</title>

• Not an ideal title, but much better than : <title></title>



• I looked into text generators such as Smmyr.com

• TLDR versions of pages, could this be used to create 
a Meta Description tag? Probably, would the 
generated content be better than nothing?

• Seems like a fun R&D project, but a bit more work 
than I wanted to do.

http://smmry.com/


• Try this:



• Results were too 
embarrassing to 
show.

• Let’s call it 43% 
were missing.





• It looks like the Description field in the 'Title and Metadata' 
section is missing. This field is important to help search 
engines find and understand what pages are about. Adding a 
description not only helps this page but pages that are linked 
to and from it. Please add a short sentence that describes 
the page and its purpose.

• Two links:
• Go to the parameters of the page

• Learn more about Meta tags

http://www.unco.edu/web-support/resources/ou-campus/quality/standards-web.aspx#pagedescription




• Down to about 20% 
missing right now.

• Web Communications 
didn’t have to do 
anything!

• Just the reminder 
helped web authors.



• We (administrators) jump in and out of pages quickly to fix 
404 links, misspellings or emergency content updates.

• When we are in there fixing something we can also improve 
the SEO slightly by making up a description while we are in 
there.

• Nobody complained about the message.









• Using <template match=“” /> you can match almost anything 
inside the XML nodes.

1. <xsl:template match="table[@class='ou-content-slider']">…

2. <xsl:template match="iframe[contains(@src, 'youtube')]">…

3. <xsl:template match=“p[ends-with(., ‘!!’)”>…

4. <xsl:template match="a[@id][not(@href)]">…



• The underline toolbar button can be removed under 
‘Toolbars’ but that doesn't prevent someone from 
using [Ctrl + U]. 

• The editor puts in a <span> tag to create underline.

• It should be matched and removed:



• Content Authors were using empty paragraphs to 
create space between things.

• We provided a class that added space for web 
authors and told them about it during training.



• No one would publish a page with Lorem Ipsum on it, right?



• Our default page is index.aspx.
• Yours could be index.php, index.html, index.htm, default.htm

• Duplicates the page with the directory
• Unco.edu/jesse/index.aspx == unco.edu/jesse

• Keep the dependency tag within OU Campus to the file, but 
on publish, remove index.aspx.





• Search for links on your site that contain only “Click Here”

• RegEx: <a href=".*".*>[C|c]lick [H|h]ere</a>











• OU Campus requires
all images have an
ALT tag.

• This doesn’t prevent
users from typing in
‘alt’, ‘alt tag’, ‘ALT’, etc.



• Find RegEx: <img.*alt=((".*\s)|")[a|A]lt[\s|"]
• Matches: alt="alt *" or alt="*alt" or alt="alt“

• Template Match suggestions:
• <xsl:template match="img[@alt='alt']">

• <xsl:template match="img[contains(lower-case(@alt),'alt')]">

• <xsl:template match="img[starts-with(lower-case(@alt),'alt ')]">

• Combine?
• <xsl:template match="img[@alt='alt']|img[starts-with(lower-case(@alt),'alt ')]">



• The Web Content Asset allows a Content Author 
access to the HTML source of that asset. 

• This can create problems when users think they can 
add <script/> to an asset and add it to a page 



• Match any <script> tag inside of a user’s editable region and 
replace with a comment.









• OmniUpdate provides example code on their GitHub: 
https://github.com/omniupdate/example-code-social-meta

• Example shown is what we use, and OmniUpdate’s GitHub 
account has MUCH more! 

https://github.com/omniupdate/example-code-social-meta






• Intro to Structured Data 
https://developers.google.com/search/docs/guides/intro-
structured-data

• Structured Data Testing Tools
• https://search.google.com/structured-data/testing-tool

https://developers.google.com/search/docs/guides/intro-structured-data
https://search.google.com/structured-data/testing-tool


• If your site has breadcrumbs, add a touch of extra code to 
submit these to Google.

• Documentation: 
https://developers.google.com/search/docs/data-
types/breadcrumb

https://developers.google.com/search/docs/data-types/breadcrumb


• If your instance is like mine, you should have a file in your 
_shared folder called breadcrumb.xsl

• This file pulls in information from the _props.pcf file in each 
folder/section and builds out the Breadcrumbs





• Called within a template called bc-folders

• Position is left blank and filled later with JS. 



• A bit of jQuery to populate the position attribute 



• Structured Data in Google Webmaster Tools

• I didn’t want to republish the whole site.






